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These great bodies of skilled artisans have always seen
(i) that in their own interests it is essential for them to
keep a large campaign fund in hand to enable them to
strike if necessary for an improvement in their pay and
working conditions ; and (2) that they can better support
a sectional strike in another industry by staying at work
and turning a portion of their wages, in subscriptions,
over to their friends who have come out for better condi-
tions. In pointing out, then, that it is possible for us to
take a hopeful view of the industrial situation, we are
fortified by the examples and history of the past, and by
the utter failure of the Syndicalism of the earlier nine-
teenth century to bring about an industrial revolution, or
even to convince the intelligent members of the old-
established Trade Unions. A precisely similar influence
is at work to-day, and the results of the Coal Strike were
undoubtedly one of the main reasons which prevented
the long-headed secretaries of the great Unions in Dublin
and England from proclaiming a general strike even under
the pressure brought to bear upon them by Mr. Larkin's
" fiery cross " crusade.

There has been, in addition, undoubtedly a great change
in the attitude of almost all thoughtful observers with
regard to the relations between the individual and the
State. We have in this country now outlived that curious
philosophic conception of the relations between the State
and the individual which finds its origin in Rousseau,
and its most powerful exponents on this side of the
Channel in Bentham, the two Mills, Herbert Spencer,
and Cobden. This Liberal school of ideas was of opinion,
in the first place, that the duty of the State was limited
to the action of the policeman. Society, in other words,
was in industrial disputes, as in other matters, bound to
do nothing but to keep the ring and let the strongest
party win, so long as there was no public disturbance.
As long as the organization of industry and society was
not of a highly complex character, such a view might
be so far tenable as that its application would not
produce a complete breakdown of the functions of